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only as I am known t6 all the othqr elec- 
tors of Great Britain, would, in my esti- 
mation, gieatly enhance the value of so 
enviable a distinction, and I should proud- 
ly exult at being able to enter the House 
of Commons with such authority for the 
opii;ions I have maintained, and the prin- 
ciples on which I have acted, as they 
would derive from your unsolicited and 
honourable choice. 

After saying this, it is hardly necessary 
for me to observe, that 1 am nor about 
immediately to commence a personal can- 
vass for your votes. If my past conduct 
has in your judgment rendered me worthy 
thehighhonourofbeingyour representative, 
it is unnecessary for me togo about soliciting 
your suffrages ; and if it has not, I know 
of no ground 6n which I could presume to 
make this request ; for I have ever found, 
that those who are most ready with pro- 
fessions, are most tardy in performance. 
I have the hanour to be. Gentlemen, with 
very great respect, your most obedient 
and faithful servant, 
Llmolnflnn, Jan. 17. Samuel Romillt. 

To miliam Hallrit, Esj. 

SIK, 

The expected dissolution of Parliament 
leads US to express our earnest wishes to 
have an active independent representative 
in Parliament, for the County of Berks. 
We, as independent Freeholders in the 
neighbourhood of your late residence, 
well knowing your integrity and abilities 
for the situation, are induced, by every 
«2nse of duty, to request the favour of 
you to gratify those wishes, by declaring 
yourself a candidate without delay. In 
that case, you may be assured of the warm 
support of, Sir, 

Your very faithful and obedient servants, 
James White, John Lord, 

F. Heath, John Stephenson, 

J. Prince, Henry Tyler, 

Richard Perrott, Thomas Herbert, 
Richard Wells, John Wicks. 

Faritigdon, December, 1, 1811. 

Denfard, January, 25, 1812. 

GENTLEMEN, 

1 received an intimation some time ago, 
that a tender of my services at the next 
election for the County of Berks, would be 
agreeable to my friends at Faringdon, and 
that they wi.shed it — I replied, that 1 real- 
ly had not tbe vanity to suppose I could 
succeed, and bad no doubt there were 
ethers better qualiiied, could they be rou- 
sed to come fuiward ; besides, having no 



private views to gratify, by being in par- 
liament, I had long resolved never to 
offer myself a candidate either for the 
comity, or for any Borough in it, unless in- 
duced by the solicitation of respectable 
and independent voters. 

Your Letter, Gentlemen, was delivered 
to me last week, at the quarter-sessions 
at Reading, and its contents naturally led 
my mind to a reflection on the conduct I 
pursued during the twenty years that I re- 
sided amongst you. It must . be remem- 
bered by you all, that I was particularly 
tenacious of my game ; that I carried a 
measure which I know some of you great- 
ly disapproved, and that in my capacity 
of a Magistrate and Commissioner of Tax- 
es, my neighbours at times thought me 
rigid ; and having in no one instaHce 
courted popularity by an obsequious con- 
duct towards any one, and being now too 
far removed to show you even common 
attention, I received the expression of 
your wishes and opinion of my integrity, 
with pride and satisfaction — such assure 
ances from men, whom I know to be in- 
dependent in property, and, what is 
more, in mind, I esteem beyond any dis- 
tinction that wealth could purchase, or 
favour confer. 

To be sent to Parliament by the voice 
of a free people, would be the highest 
gratification that I could receive ; and the 
handsome call you have made upon me, 
wBl induce me to comply with your wish- 
es, and offer myself upon the dissolution 
of Parliament. But as that event may be 
farther distant than is imagined, any pub- 
lic step taken by me, to ascertain the 
sense of the county, might excite a pre- 
mature ferment, and occasion an unneces- 
sary expense to the present members — ! 
therefore do not think it right to be the 
first . person to make a public canvass be- 
fore the proper period arrives. Men who 
would do their duty to their country, are 
often deterred from becoming candidates, 
by the enormous expenses usually atten- 
dant upon election contests. It may an- 
swer the purpose of those who look for- 
ward to the favour of ministers, and to a 
participation in the public expenditure, 
to incur such expenses; but the man who 
resolves upon every occasion to follow the 
dictates of his own conscience, and to ac- 
cept neither place nor pension, takes 
upon himself a heavy public duty, and 
ought not to pay for it. I shall stand upon 
the latter ground — if I succeed, I will do 
my duty, and will never accept either 
place or pension, or any favour that shall 
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add one shilling to the taxes of the coun- 
try — ^aud therefore I am desirous of being 
very explicit with you upon the subject of 
expenses. My fortunes. Gentlemen, were 
handed down to me by my grandfather, 
who at the beginning of the last century, 
restored by honest, and I may almost say, 
unprecedented efforts of industry, a fa- 
mily which his older brother had reduced 
by extravagance. — A little reflection here, 
and on the future welfare of my children, 
determines me, as I think it would every 
feeling man, not to cramp my own inde- 
pendence, nor make any great sacrifices 
of a property acquired by hard labour, 
in the pursuit of an object of ambition. — 
What Mr. Wilkes said ef the Freeholders 
of Middlesex, has general application, — 
" that those who were really disposed ts 
•upport him, would ride upon broomsticks 
to the place of election ; but that all the 
carriages in the world would not convey 
those who were adverse." 

My political sentiments have been of- 
ten misrepresented ; but you. Gentlemen, 
who know me best, know that I am only 
an enemy to peculation and abuses — I re- 
fere the British constitution, and look up 
to it as the security for the great stake I 
have in the country; and my efforts will 
always be directed to strengthen and sup- 
port it, and repair every inrcad and en- 
croachment upon the rights and liberties 
of the people. 

In whatever way our endeavours may 
end, be ailsured, that no defeat in the 
pursuit of a seat in Parliament, can ob- 
literate from my mind the agreejible sen- 
sations which the flattering expression of 
your opinion excited, and I shall reflect 
upon it with pleasure as long as I live. 

Believe me to remain. Gentlemen, your 
faithful frieiid and Servant, 

William Hallett. 
To Masrs, White, \^c. tS'r. 

Faringdan, Berkshire, 

JAMAICA. 

The Representation and Petition of 
the House of Assembly of Jamaica, ad- 
dressed to his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, begins by adverting to the state 
of the coffee trade. It states, that the ex- 
portation of coffee from the colony, which 
on the average of the four years, ending 
the 30th of September, 1791, was 
I,603,066lbs. had increased in the three 
years, terminating the 30th September, 
1808, to 28,50O,00Olbs. and upwards, 
which, at the rate of £6. per cwt. pro- 



duced an annual revenue to the cultivators 
of =£1,700,000. This prosperity was, 
however, of short duration, and in con- 
sequence of tHe French Continental sys- 
tem, and the shutting of the European 
markets, the proprietors of coffee plan- 
tations were reduced to the greatest dis- 
tress and misery. — The produce of their 
plantations became of no value, either to 
sell, barter, or pledge, and by compelling 
it to be sent to Great Britain, incurring 
thereby a new debt for freight and mer- 
cantile charges, the ruin was still further 
Increased, the accumulation of coffee being 
such, that there is no hope that the pro- 
ceeds will ultimately relieve the proprietor. 
The representation then proceeds to ad- 
vert to the means of extending the home 
market for coffee, and suggests the taking 
off the duty of excise, and imposing only 
a small custom; it also suggests the sup- 
plying with coffee the army, navy, pri- 
soners of war, and all who receive rations 
from government, the continuance of the 
existing duties on coffee from the con- 
quered and foreign colonies, and the im- 
posing a high protecting duty, if not a 
prohibition, on the production of St. Do- 
mingo. 

The distresses of the island are not, 
however, it is stated, confined to the 
coffee-planters, the growers of cotton, pi- 
mento, and the minor staples, are suffer- 
ing severely from their depreciation. 

The sugar planters, however, it is ob- 
served, call more especially for the pro- 
tection and interference of his Royal High- 
ness, as, if they are overwhelmed, all 
other classes of the inhabitants must share 
in their fate. On this part of the sub- 
ject, it is stated, that from the year 1 799 
there has been -a progressive diminution in 
the actual money price of sugar, while 
that of all articles employed in carrying 
on the plantations has regularly increased. 
The cost of raising the sugar, after ap- 
plyingthe value of the rum, and exclud- 
ing any allowance whatever for keeping 
up the capital, is stated at 

£1. li. 6d. per cwt. 
The freight and mer- 

cantile charges in 

Great Britaiu,.„ 16 o 



The duty, subject to a 
contingent rise, but 
to no diminution,... I 



1 17 6 



7 



3 4 S 



